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Abstract. The research investigates sustainability in rehabilitation of historical buildings. It takes Al-Sairafi
House as its case study for the adaptive use of a heritage building in Historic Jeddah, which is being reha-
bilitated by The Saudi Society of Preservation of Heritage to be a museum for performing arts in Historic
Jeddah. In line with the Saudi vision 2030 in preserving heritage and resources sustainability, rehabilitation
must be made. Both construction sustainability and preservation of the remains of the building should be
highly considered in rebuilding with the highest possible efficiency. The paper reviews the application of
the three main aspects of sustainability: (urban, social and economic); through the research methodology.
Similar projects in the Historic Jeddah area were studied in term of architecture design, function, and the
architectural elements, in addition to the direct supervision by the researcher on the development of the
house. The results of the research indicate that urban sustainability is achieved by rebuilding parts of the
walls; reducing waste by using existing walls and avoiding new materials use as much as possible; as well
as reducing direct solar radiation into the building through wooden windows (Roshan). Social sustainability
is achieved by pioneering project contribution to the rehabilitation of the a long-abandoned building and
its reuse by the residents of Jeddah city and its visitors, so as to become a distinguished center for reviving
people gathering in old Jeddah, and hence enriching the social environment. The main research recommen-
dations are that economic sustainability is achieved by the museum income, job creation opportunities for
Saudi youth, and a distinguished pioneering project of rehabilitation of a historical building to encourage
governmental agencies and real estate owners in the historical region of Jeddah to invest in similar projects

that support development, economic sustainability, and achieving Saudi Vision 2030.

Key words: Al-Sairafi Historical House - Hijaz Architecture - Historic Jeddah - Sustainable Architecture
- Hijazi Buildings Sustainability - Historic Buildings Sustainability- Hijazi buildings comprehensive

sustainability- Heritage building.



